
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                            February 15, 2015 
 
TRANSFIGURATION  OF  THE  LORD 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship  
** Hymn – 150 

Opening Prayer 
** 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, I have the idea that you will improve my life and 
make it better.  To my mind this means you will increase the 
aspects of my life I enjoy and decrease those I don’t.  I hold to 
this idea as an expectation of you.  I am disappointed.  I find it 
difficult to consider that my expectation of you may be in 
error, or that my understanding of how you will meet my 
expectation is in error.  As I think about this I wonder if 
perhaps you will increase my ability to enjoy rather than 
increase what I enjoy and decrease what I don’t.  I think of 
“enjoy” in terms of satisfaction and pleasure; you think of it in 
terms of the ability to benefit from the use of something.  I 
believe you are leading me toward being able to benefit from 
the use of what I do not find satisfying or gain pleasure from.  
To this end I find you offering me acceptance and welcome as 
someone who has feelings and thoughts I believe I shouldn’t, 
inviting me to consider why I shouldn’t.  I keep holding out for 
my definition of enjoyment. 

 
Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

*** 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Mark 9:2-9 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 474 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
         
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 462 
 Charge and Benediction 
 
**  People who have arrived late are seated.



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
        11:20  Lunch 
MONDAY      1:00  Centering Prayer, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings for February 22, 2015 
Genesis 9:8-17; Psalm 25:1-10; 1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15 

 
FYI 
 Next week we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper, and will receive 
a Deacons Offering. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
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Pastor: Jim Robie                  [C] 291-8489 

 

We are a community that gathers in an attitude of 
reverence directed toward God. 

 
Reverence is a feeling of deep respect and devotion, of 
profound awe, of admiration and esteem and honor, 

of gratitude. 
 

This feeling arises from the experience of knowing that 
it is not possible to be separate from the welcoming and 
embracing presence of God, who is with us in anything 

and everything that life brings us, always accepting how 
we feel and what we think, always working to help us 

inhabit what is true for us, and to fashion the most fully 
human response possible for us in response to what our 

life contains. 
 

If you are able to enter this worship experience in a 
reverential manner, you are encouraged to immerse 

yourself in the experience. 
 

If you are not able to do so, you are encouraged to 
consider that being truthful to your experience is a way 
of showing reverence to God who invites you to explore 
the value of the way you feel in your life and about your 

life.  You are also invited to ponder with us our 
conceptions about God, looking for more adequate 
ways to understand God and how God personally 

companions and supports us in all things. 
 

Welcome!

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


Transfiguration of the Lord [Mark 9:2-9] 

 The “Transfiguration of the Lord” is a transition highlighted in 
the Church Year and celebrated on the last Sunday in Ordinary 
Time following Epiphany. The celebration happens on a particular 
Sunday; however, the transition itself happens when the time is 
right for it to occur in each of us as individuals. The word 
“transfigure” means “to alter the outward appearance or form 
of.” For three of the disciples the appearance of Christ is altered. 
That does not mean that Christ changes, but rather the way the 
disciples see Christ changes. That is, the Transfiguration happens 
to the disciples, and also to us. The transition is to our perception 
of Christ and also to our understanding of him and his work. 
 It is important to place this into the context of the Church Year 
so that Transfiguration remains related to something specific and 
personal. Advent is a time in life when our understanding and 
experience of our self is modified by the intrusion into our 
awareness of feelings and thoughts that seem to not be fitting 
and appropriate for us. We work to rid ourselves of these feelings 
and thoughts and eventually realize we are unable to make them 
go away and stay away. What dawns on us is the realization that 
these thoughts and feelings do not go away because they are the 
signs that something is coming to life in us which is not customary 
for us. The promise of Advent is that what comes to life will help 
us with the feelings and thoughts which have entered our 
awareness and which do not seem fitting. Once this realization 
takes root in us it is possible for us to wait for and watch for what 
will come to life in us. What comes to life is the life of Christ, 
which we experience as the insight or knowing 1) that we are 
acceptable to God with these thoughts and feelings, 2) that these 
thoughts and feelings are themselves acceptable, and 3) that it is 
acceptable to explore these thoughts and feelings in the course of 
our daily life. This is the internal content of the seasons of Advent 
and Christmas, and the Day of Epiphany. During the Ordinary 
Time following Epiphany we live in this acceptance, and we 
explore these thoughts and feelings which are in our awareness 
yet do not seem to belong there. 

 The exploration of these thoughts and feelings brings us to the 
transition of “Transfiguration.” The content of this transition is 
communicated by two visual scenes described in the text: 1) 
Christ’s clothing becomes dazzling white, and 2) he is seen in the 
company of Moses and Elijah. I think the first of these is a 
metaphor expressing that this transition in our perception and 
understanding allows us to see Christ in his true light. The second 
tells us the substance of what it means to see Christ in his true 
light. Moses delivered the people from slavery and led them 
through the wilderness that always follows release from being in 
bondage; Elijah defeated the gods the people worshiped in the 
land in which they lived. Not only is Christ the conveyor of God’s 
love and acceptance for the unacceptable thoughts and feelings 
that surfaced in Advent, Christ is also about delivering us from 
being in bondage to whatever familial or societal ideas we worship 
which inform us that these thoughts and feelings are not 
legitimate. Transfiguration is the dawning of the insight that Christ 
is going to do the same with us—Christ will take us through the 
wilderness involved in our being released from whatever we are in 
bondage to that keeps us from welcoming and accepting the 
thoughts and feelings we were never given permission to own and 
assimilate. As this takes root in us our attention begins to shift to a 
deeper level: from being acceptable with our unacceptable 
thoughts and feelings to the exploration of why these thoughts 
and feelings are unacceptable in the first place. 
 The dawning of this insight regarding the work Christ will do 
always takes place “up a high mountain” [in a state of heightened 
awareness] and “apart” [an internal place where we are allowed to 
remain in a more connected relationship with our self]. The insight 
about what Christ is going to do with us is likely to be perplexing 
more than illuminating, and even distressing [the ideas in the word 
“terrified”]. I think finding something to be distracted with would 
be the human thing to do, especially if the idea was to build some 
kind of monument to commemorate the insight rather than taking 
the insight seriously [the project of making three dwellings]. What 
also is disclosed to us is the understanding that any effort we make 
to take seriously this insight about Christ’s internal work with us is 



approved of by God who includes us as beloved members of 
God’s family. 

Like any insight that comes in a heightened state of awareness, 
this insight fades and we return to our normal way of perceiving. 
However, some of the insight abides, and we will find ourselves 
encouraged to listen to and watch for insights and perceptions 
about our own internal life, especially ones that inform us about 
why some facets of us are allowed and others are not, and how 
we dismiss certain aspects of our life. Christ will lead us on this 
descent into our own interior by giving us insights both 
intellectual and emotional. 

This journey into our interior is what the season of Lent 
focuses on. We could not make this journey unless we grasped 
that there is more to what God is doing than helping us feel 
accepted with feelings and thoughts that do not seem to belong 
in us. These feelings and thoughts will become fully accepted and 
integrated as valid aspects of who we are only as we understand 
why we shun them, and consider whether those reasons are still 
valid. 

[Jim Robie, 2-13-15, Cycle B, Mark 9:2-9] 


